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  WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep. Harry Mitchell today said that he is deeply disappointed by
the Senate’s failure to invoke cloture on a comprehensive immigration reform package and that
he will continue to fight to secure the border.

The Associated Press reported that earlier today “the bill’s supporters fell 14 votes short of the
60 needed to limit debate and clear the way for final passage of the legislation, which critics
assailed as offering amnesty to illegal immigrants. The vote was 46 to 53 in favor of limiting the
debate.” [Source: Associated Press , June 28, 2007]

Mitchell made the following statement regarding the vote:

  “I am deeply disappointed that the Senate today let down the American people who made
clear last November that they are looking to Congress to end illegal immigration.  At the very
least, Congress owes the American people a vote on comprehensive immigration reform.

“While this vote is a serious setback to immigration reform this year, I will continue to urge my
colleagues in the House to take up this important issue in a bipartisan way so we can once and
for all secure the border and enact tough and realistic immigration reform.

“Until then, I will continue to do everything I can to secure our border.  We’re making progress. 
Just two weeks ago, I voted to put 3,000 new Border Patrol agents along the border and
delivered critical resources to the Border Patrol and Immigrations and Customs Enforcement.” 

The Homeland Security Appropriations bill, which was approved by the House earlier this
month, appropriates a total funding level of $10.2 billion for Customs and Border Protection – an
8 percent increase from FY 2007 funding.  The additional Border Patrol agents would bring the
nationwide total to nearly 17,819.  It also provides $4.2 billion for Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement (ICE), a 6 percent increase from FY 2007.

The legislation also requires that ICE obtain information on a monthly basis from correctional
facilities throughout the country to identify incarcerated aliens who are subject to deportation. 
Under this bill, every deportable alien should be identified and deported immediately upon their
release from prison.  The bill provides $2.1 billion for detention and removal activities, a 7
percent, or $134 million, increase from FY 2007.
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