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Democratic Congressman Harry Mitchell and his Republican colleague, U.S. Rep. Jeff Flake,
who developed a bipartisan friendship by sharing flights from Washington to Phoenix, shared a
platform at the Third Annual Statesman's Breakfast Thursday at the new Hilton
Phoenix/Chandler.

  

They appeared before members of the East Valley Partnership and the East Valley Chamber of
Commerce Alliance in a 90-minute session marked by gentle ribbing between the two
Southeast Valley members of Congress. The breakfast was sponsored by APS.

  

"Congressman Flake and I may not always agree, but we both agree on what's good for this
state," said Mitchell, a Tempe Democrat elected in 2006. "We're all looking for answers to this
economy."

  

Flake represents most of Mesa, Chandler, Gilbert and most of the rest of the southeast Valley.
Mitchell represents Tempe, Ahwatukee, and parts of Scottsdale and west Mesa.

  

Both Mitchell and Flake expressed serious concerns about how the country will pay for the
deficit.

  

"But if we don't return life to the economy, we'll not pay for anything, not defense, not Social
Security, not homeland security," Mitchell said.

  

Flake, a former executive director of the conservative Goldwater Institute who is serving his fifth
term representing the Sixth District, was more blunt.
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Noting he did not vote for the federal economic stimulus package, he said, "We simply cannot
sustain this level of deficit. . . . It's going to be difficult to grow economically."

  

He also conceded Republicans helped run up the deficit in the Bush years, stating, "I'm the first
to admit we Republicans didn't handle ourselves well."

  

Both congressmen said health care reform is poised to become a major issue.

  

"There are lots of proposals out there; there's a huge bipartisan effort," Mitchell said, saying
either the U.S. House or Senate could be putting forth a proposal by June and voting on it by
October.

  

"I hope we can do something that allows the free market to work but so we keep costs down
and improve quality," Flake said.

  

During the question-and-answer session, one member of the audience asked how the federal
stimulus money is coming to Arizona.

  

Stating even they still learn every day about new projects and programs that are being funded
by stimulus money, they said money is arriving in several ways, including grants, loans and tax
credits. They urghed the business leaders to track stimulus funding by on the Web site www.re
covery.gov
.

  

Both Mitchell and Flake agree that energy reform is needed.

  

"You can be a global warming denier or agnostic and still want to get off fossil fuels," said Flake,
who supports a revenue-neutral carbon tax that would allow companies to recoup taxes
elsewhere.

 2 / 3

http://www.recovery.gov/
http://www.recovery.gov/


Congressional opposites Mitchell, Flake share East Valley stage
Thursday, 16 April 2009 00:00

  

A member of the audience asked them about the job House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is doing.

  

"She keeps things moving and keeps the Democratic caucus together" despite geographical
and philosophical diversity, Mitchell said.

  

However, he added, there is pressure in Congress for more open debate and more chances to
amend bills.

  

Flake agreed for the need for more open debate.

  

Mitchell and Flake shared discomfort over the bailout to AIG and the big executive bonuses.

  

"The bonuses are a slap in the face to taxpayers," Mitchell said.

  

"All of us were aghast when we found out what was happening with regard to the bonuses,"
Flake said.
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